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INTRODUCTION

Plankton - the tiny inhabitants of the world’s oceans – are responsible for more 
than 50% of photosynthesis globally. At the same time, they are a symbol of 
the vulnerability of the maritime world.

In order to give the PLANKTON MANIFESTO a home and a base, we set up the 
P-Lab - an artistic laboratory - in Menorca in the summer of 2022 and 2023 and 
the third edition will take place at the end of July 2024.  

Menorca, a biosphere reserve recognized by the United Nations, is very suit-
able for this project.
The P-Lab became a meeting point for local and international guests, know-
ledge and experience is shared to develop innovative ideas for the conserva-
tion of underwater life.

From the P-Lab in MENROCA PLANKTON travels to various locations to orga-
nize and host exhibtions and events - in 2024 in New York, Barcelona, Menor-
ca, and a few locations are in dicussion. 
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New Channel 24 
Spanish National TV
https://vimeo.com/889513707



PLANKTON MANIFESTO

- Speaks of the invisible, threatened underwater world.

- Educates to the role of plankton, ocean’s smallest creatures 
producing more oxygen than the all the forests combined.

- Explores the plankton’s impact on the ocean as the 
basic component of the marine food chain.

- Gives visual form to the plankton’s invisible life, through 
interdisciplinary artistic collaborations.

- Fosters interactions between arts and science.
- Organizes exhibitions, events and conferences,  roduced as 
sustainably as possible.
- Connects local communities to international 
networks. 

- Drifts from place to place like the plankton is carried by tides 
to new destinations.
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO 2024 TOUR

SEA ON EDGE
Recinte Modernista de Sant Pau
Exhibition: March 8th - 21st, 2024
Kickoff PLANKTON MANIFESTO Barcelona
Opening: March 7, 2024
Curated and organized by Quo Artis, Art and Science Foundation
Barcelona,   Spain

TRANSPARENT THRESHOLD
Crossing Art
Exhibition: May 10 - June 29, 2024
Opening: May 9, 2024
Chelsea, New York, USA

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Menorca
Sa Mesquida / Mahon
Exhibition: July 26 - August 27, 2024
MANIFESTO: July 26, 27, 28, 2024
Menorca, Balearic Island, Spain

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Barcelona
Espai Capellans / Castelldefels / ...
Exhibition: September 27th - October 25th, 2024
MANIFESTO: September 27, 28, 29, 2024
Barcelona,   Spain

06



MISSION STATEMENT

PLANKTON MANIFESTO brings together experts from a wide range of fields: vi-
sual artists, musicians, scientists, designers, fishermen, restaurateurs and marine 
biologists.

PLANKTON MANIFESTO is a stage for interdisciplinary and international collab-
orations as well as artistic and intellectual exchange with the aim of making the 
beauty of plankton visible to the human eye.

PLANKTON MANIFESTO organizes future-oriented exhibitions, events and con-
ferences, workshops based on art, science, fashion, music and gastronomy.
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MISSION STATEMENT

PLANKTON MANIFESTO aims to explore the significance of plankton for the 
sea and climate and to make this  visible to the art-loving public.

PLANKTON MANIFESTO pushes the conventional boundaries of art and makes 
the project a universal concern.

In addition to the artistic mission, PLANKTON MANIFESTO is inspired by the 17 
UN Sustainability Goals, in particular Goal #14, Life Below Water, from which 
the association’s name is inspired.

The productions of all happenings, exhibitions and events were produced as 
sustainably as possible. All energy in P-Lab is generated by solar panels, we 
avoid using non-recyclable plastic and instead rely on recycled materials.
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PLANKTON

The PLANKTON MANIFESTO celebrates plankton. These aquatic creatures play 
an important role in maintaining marine ecosystems and serve as the basis of 
the marine food chain. Plankton sequester more CO2 from the atmosphere than 
all the world’s forests combined. It also promotes the transport of carbon into 
deeper ocean waters through a variety of ecological and physical processes.

The word “plankton” comes from the Greek term for  “wanderer”. Plankton are 
carried by tides and currents and cannot choose the direction or destination 
of their movement. Experiencing an emotion also means that we willingly allow 
ourselves to be transported to distant inner waters. That’s why “Let’s Drift!”  is 
the motto of the PLANKTON MANIFESTO.
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COLLABORATIONS
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ART

New York-Swiss artist Katja Loher presents her works as video-sculptures and 
-installation. Loher’s nearly seamless fusion of the technological with the organ-
ic reflects the digital world of magic she creates. 
Groups of ballerinas take on the form of small creatures in a multicolored game 
of perspective and scale that ennobles the existence of tiny beings. Performers 
intertwine to form letters to communicate messages in collective action, co-
stumed dancers dressed as bees, butterflies and planktons communicate the 
Bee Aware movement Plankton Manifesto to the visitors.

In Katja Loher’s artistic output, the preservation of the environment takes on 
forms of enchanting magic. With her new video-sculptures and outdoor instal-
lations dedicated to the sea she invites the visitors to an underwater journey 
raising awareness for the endangered marine environment. Starting from scien-
tific truths, the artist creates artworks that employ a captivating and evocative 
aesthetic language, transporting us to a world of astonishing beauty. Loher’s 
video-sculptures unveil the marvels of nature and reveal life forms that remain 
invisible to our eyes. Yet, within these hidden entities lies a kaleidoscopic realm, 
a dreamlike and hypnotic “Miniverse”. 

Loher’s work has appeared internationally in many solo and group exhibitions including: Bruce 
Museum, Greenwich, CT, USA; NBMAA, New Britain, CT, USA; TelFair Museum, Savannah, 
Georgia, USA; World Expo Museum, Shanghai, China; Figge Art Museum, Davenport, Iowa; 
MuBE, Museu Brasileiro da Escultura, São Paulo, Brazil; Venice Architecture Biennale, Venice, 
Italy; MAXXI Museum, Rome, Italy; United Nations Pavilion, Shanghai Expo, China; and the State 
Hermitage Museum, St. Peterburg, Russia. Her work is featured in numerous notable private 
and public collections including Credit Suisse Collection, Zurich, Switzerland, 21C Museum, 
Kentucky, USA, Anthem of the Seas Art Collection, Miami, USA, Jorge Perez Collection, Miami, 
USA, eN Arts Collection, Tokyo, Japan and Horsecross Collection, Perth, UK. SwissGrid, 
Switzerland, Related Group/Jorge Perez, at SLS Hotel, Miami, USA, and Oasis VIP Lounge, at 
Bogota Airport, Colombia..
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ART

Message from a neighbor at P-Lab, Sa Mesquida:

“In a wonderful bay in Menorca called Sa Mesquida, a mermaid named Katja 
appeared. Her warmth and generosity opened our hearts, and we quickly 
embraced her as one of our own on the island. As a globally recognized artist, 
she has introduced us to a new and marvelous world through her art. 
Her planetary videos, glass figures, dedication to the environment, and advocacy 
for nature, especially plankton, which is essential for marine biodiversity, have 
left a lasting impact. Through her artistic and visual expression, she conveys the 
care and respect we should have for the sea.
On this new moon night new energies will be transmitted and, consequently, 
bring much luck to our friend with her PLANKTON MANIFESTO Menorca”

Berto Cerdà
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PLANKTON 2
Video-sculpture 2022
Multi-channel video composition, 8:08min, looped
Hand-blown glass sculptures, video screen embedded 
in white acrylic case
41 x 48.5 x 20 cm



Let’s gather to learn
a lesson from the essential:
the teaching of oxygen
and carbon
of billions of life cycles.

Let us drift.

If the air we breathe in
ascends from the sea
from a floating forest of creatures
with no self and no will,

let them drift.

Let’s gather to learn
a lesson from the invisible:
the teaching of water
and silence
of fluorescent darkness.

Let us drift.

If our food is like bubbles
rising up from the sea,
from a vagabond rainbow of bees,

let them drift.

PLANKTON MANIFESTO POETRY

Let’s gather to learn
a lesson from diversity:
from an ever-forming
future community,
not an ocean of paucity.

Let us drift.

If plankton’s life
is a lesson in unity,
it tells our mere
terrestrial humanity
that the world is adrift.
So let’s drift.

Let us drift.
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SCIENCE

Katja Peijnenburg a.k.a. @katjaplankton is a researcher and group leader 
‘Plankton Diversity and Evolution’ at Naturalis Biodiversity Center in Leiden, the 
Netherlands. She also holds a position as Associate Professor at the University 
of Amsterdam where she coordinates and teaches the yearly MSc course on 
‘Biological Oceanography’. 
Dr. Peijnenburg and her team study drifting animals in the open ocean: the 
zooplankton. Their current research focuses on planktonic snails as they are 
sensitive indicators of the impacts of climate change and play key roles in the 
oceanic food chain and the global carbon cycle. 
The team participated in several large oceanographic expeditions to catch 
planktonic animals using plankton nets. In recent expeditions, Peijnenburg has 
filmed the plankton by mounting a video camera on top of her microscope. 
Planktonic snails are mesmerizing creatures, sometimes referred to as sea but-
terflies and sea angels. By teaming up with artists, Dr. Peijnenburg aims to share 
research findings as well as the beauty of plankton, in the hope to inspire 
people to take better care of our planet.
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SCIENCE

Damiano Righetti participated in the PLANKTON MANIFESTO in Zermatt and 
Menorca, delivering a scientific presentation that sparked discussions with at-
tendees in the following days, ranging from breakfast to nightcaps. He shared 
his knowledge and the status of his research, which influenced our presenta-
tions.

Damiano Righetti – born in Zurich in 1987 currently works as PostDoc at the 
Centre for Ocean Life, in Denkmark, after completing his doctorate at ETH 
Zurich, Switzerland. He has been intrigued by organisms driving the primary 
production on Earth such as plants, plankton and their composition and diver-
sity in natural environments. He currently studies the distribution of the body 
sizes of thousands of plankton species in the ocean using statistical (that is, 
observation based) modeling. 
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YOGA

Marcela Frey creates a safe space to practice yoga.  Each class is an opportu-
nity to connect deeper with your physical, energetic and mental body to find 
a place of peace in you where you can rest.  
Marcela specializes in Yin Yoga and Hatha Yoga with over 700 credited hours.
“The best gift that you can give yourself is your presence,  the yoga class is a 
space for you to just be. “ -  Marcella
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WORKSHOPS / INITIATIVES

In Menorca a workshop was held with Pere Costa on how to make traditional 
containers from reeds that serve as fishing tackle. Due to the nature of the raw 
material, the baskets made of reeds are light and durable, are completely natu-
rally degradable and do not pollute the sea.

The first community activities for clean ups were organized and sculptures 
were created from recycled plastic, which were presented in the exhibitions in 
2023 and will be presented in 2024.

Collaborate with other organizations so that we can develop and implement 
larger, longer-term initiatives.
Subjects:
- Soustainable Action
- Jellyfish in the sea
- Plastic clean up / recycling
- Visualization of the invisible

TRANSLATING AWARENESS INTO ACTION:
The P-lab is to be further expanded and a 3D printer and a workshop are to 
be set up. This provides a unique opportunity for the community to come 
together, collect plastic in the sea, on beaches or from rivers, which is then 
processed into filaments (cartridges for 3D printers) from which new objects 
can be printed.
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WORKSHOPS / INITIATIVES

Video sculptures made from recycled plastic
Inspired by the drawings of Ernst Haeckel



MANIFESTOS & EXHIBITIONS
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MANIFESTOS & EXHIBITIONS
PLANKTON MANIFESTO Zurich
Exhibition and daily Events 
June 08 - July 08, 2021
Zurich, Switzerland

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Menorca
Event: August 27, 2022
Exhibition: June 3 - August 30, 2022
Menorca, Balearic island, Spain

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Alba
October 29 - November 10, 2022
Exhibition at Teatro Giorgio Busca
Sostenibilità Incrociate 2022, a collaboration with
Fiera internazionale del Tartufo, Rubner House, Stories Milano
Alba, Italy

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Zermatt
January 27. 28. 29, 2023
During exhibtion SEA MOUNTAIN REFLECTION
Kunsträume Zermatt 
December 29, 2022 - March 31, 2023
Curated by Heinz Julen
Zermatt, Switzerland

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Menorca
August 18. 19. 20, 2023
Exhibition at P-Lab
June 3 - August 30, 2023
Menorca, Balearic island, Spain

PLANKTON MANIFESTO Malcesine
September 18. 19. 20, 2023
During exhibition MEMORIE DAL FUTURO 
April 22 – October 29, 2023
Castello Scaligero di Malcesine
Curated by Marina Pizziolo
Malcesine,VR, Italien
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P-LAB



P-LAB
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PERLA NEGRA
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MESQUID ART 2022
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO MENORCA 2022 
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO MENORCA 2022 
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Trailer Plankton Manifesto Menorca 2022
https://vimeo.com/865371271
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO ALBA Videos
http://www.katjaloher.com/plankton-manifesto-alba



PLANKTON MANIFESTO ZERMATT 2023
SEA MOUNTAIN REFLECTION 
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Trailer Plankton Manifesto Zermatt
https://vimeo.com/834090807
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO ZERMATT 2023
SEA MOUNTAIN REFLECTION 

 



PLANKTON MANIFESTO MENORCA 2023

32

Trailer Plankton Manifesto Menorca 2023
https://vimeo.com/865371271
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PLANKTON MANIFESTO MALCESINE 2023Videos
http://www.katjaloher.com/memorie-dal-futuro
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MEMBERS
PLANKTON MANIFESTO
Association for Art & Life Below Water

MITGLIEDER: 
Katja Loher, Präsidentin
Alessia Giglio Zanetti, since 22.11.2021
Agathe Desvaux de Marigny, since 24.12.2021
Ali Emami, since 6.12.2021
Andrea Liberni, since 22.11.2021
Dario Levi, since 24.11.2021
Damiano Righetti, since 23.11.2021
Evelyne Brack, since 22.11.2021
Eliane Brenni, since 22.11.2021
Erika Prinz Ben-Zur, since 8.12.2021
Franz Ebner, since 22.11.2021 
Gian-Maria Annovi, since 22.11.2021
Juan Pablo Beltran, 23.12.2021
Katja Peijnenburg, 24.12.2021
Marili Maura Herz - La Lupa, since 22.11.2021 
Mary Gerber, since 25.11.2021
Meike Vogt, since 15.12.2021
Nazanin Sadr Azodi, since 9.12.2021
Olga Cotofana, since 1.12.2021
Sharmistha Guggenbühl Roy, since 22.11.2021 
Silvan Loher, since 25.11.2021
Tansy Kaschak, since 28.12.2021
Xavi Ferrer, since 28.08.2023
Tatiana Kourochkina, since 05.12.2023
Jaime Liebermann, since 01.09.2023
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THANK YOU

- Project contribution Nordic Cultural and Educational Foundation, Basel
- Project contribution, Vischer, Zurich
- Members of Plankton Manifesto Association
- Sail Gin Switzerland, Gregi Ming
- Collaborators
- Residents of Sa Mesquida, Menorca
- Teatro Giorgio Busca, Alba, 
- Fiera internazionale del Tartufo, Alba
- Stories Milano
- Quo Artis, Art and Science Foundation, Barcelona
- Comune di Malcesine
- Kunsträume Zermatt, Heinz Julen
- Marina Pizziolo and Romano Ravasio: Artconsulting.net 
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The more I get to know you, the more the definition “ architect of dreams” gains 
value in my eyes.
You have the ability to make ethereal what instead has weight, and substantiate 
what only our thoughts can grasp. That only we can imagine.
In your hands, dreams become a moldable substance.
It will be wonderful to play together with you with the clay of your projects, and to 
share them.
Ramona Ravasio, Curator Art Consulting “Plankton are invisible to the naked human eye, despite their global importance as 

primary producers in supporting marine life - including zooplankton, fish, and ulti-
mately apex predators. Their diversity shows a clear decline from the tropics to the 
poles and can be reshuffled from month to month. The plankton manifesto makes it 
possible to share fresh scientific insights with artists, nature lovers, and visitors” 
Damiano Righetti, plankton scientist
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“The Plankton Manifesto for me as a dancer gives me the opportunity to be a part of 
something bigger that brings nature and other people to more liveliness through mind-
fulness and attention. A place where inspirations come together and form a community 
where charity can be felt.
For me, dancing in front of people and seeing their hearts light up is also a dream come 
true. As if the air had been enchanted for a moment and you had immersed yourself in 
a world where only the peaceful harmony of nature flows and fills you with life energy. “
Francine Hoenner, dancer

“The Plakton Manifesto is renewal. Art does not reside in the stillness of a completed work, 
art is creation.
The creation asks the artists — humans, jellyfish, bees, snakes — to play with their skills, ex-
periment with their intuitions, and dance together with the other artists.
The world, with its movement, communicates. He casts spells only heard by those who flow 
with his rhythm. Manifesting your destiny is an offering to nature, which always responds. 
Nature does not ask us for help, but forces us to know ourselves. Art renews our way of 
communicating, it speaks without words, it wakes us up from our sleep.”
Martin Gómez Valverde, writer 





PLANKTON MANIFESTO
Association for Art & Life Below Water

Pilatusstrasse 58
8203 Schaffhausen

Switzerland 
+41 78 231 08 00

planktonmanifesto@gmail.com
www.planktonmanifesto.com

@planktonmanifesto 
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